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The faces in community college classrooms are The faces in community college classrooms are 
becoming more diverse by race, ethnicity, culture, becoming more diverse by race, ethnicity, culture, 
religion, abilities, socioreligion, abilities, socio--economic strata and students economic strata and students 
from countries abroad.  Our goal is to reach every from countries abroad.  Our goal is to reach every 
student.  By differentiating our instructional methods, student.  By differentiating our instructional methods, 
we can accomplish this.we can accomplish this.

This session will highlight research and practice on This session will highlight research and practice on 
authentic strategies and models for use with diverse authentic strategies and models for use with diverse 
student populations to interest, engage, reach every student populations to interest, engage, reach every 
student and increase learning.  Participants will develop student and increase learning.  Participants will develop 
one new strategy to incorporate into their teaching.  one new strategy to incorporate into their teaching.  

OVERVIEWOVERVIEW



In this session, we will exploreIn this session, we will explore……....
Highlights from Highlights from 
research on diversity, research on diversity, 
international and global international and global 
teaching strategies and teaching strategies and 
perspectives.perspectives.

Review examples of Review examples of 
teaching and learning teaching and learning 
strategies and models.strategies and models.

Explore ways to Explore ways to 
differentiate differentiate 
instructional content.instructional content.

Discover how these Discover how these 
strategies can be used in strategies can be used in 
the college environment the college environment 
in general, including for in general, including for 
a variety of purposes and a variety of purposes and 
a variety of student a variety of student 
populations. populations. 



WHAT IS DIVERSITY AND WHY IS IT WHAT IS DIVERSITY AND WHY IS IT 
IMPORTANT TO USE IT AS AN IMPORTANT TO USE IT AS AN 

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE?EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE?

Some Reflective PerspectivesSome Reflective Perspectives



Difference & SamenessDifference & Sameness
Inclusive of differenceInclusive of difference
Inclusive contextInclusive context
UnifyingUnifying
To enter into respectful and productive To enter into respectful and productive 
partnerships across lines of difference.partnerships across lines of difference.
(Edgar F. Beckham, AACU, 2002)(Edgar F. Beckham, AACU, 2002)

Includes race, ethnicity, religion, gender, class, Includes race, ethnicity, religion, gender, class, 
religion, national/international identity, abilities, religion, national/international identity, abilities, 
and more.and more.

What is Diversity?What is Diversity?



Globalization Globalization is the process
of increasing the interconnectedness
between societies such that events in one part of the world have an 
effect on people and societies in another part of the world.

(Kelleher & Klein, 2006)

Global Learning Global Learning teaches students to take individual responsibility for 
the state of the globe today and encouraging the interaction with other 
realities to embrace the differences that exist today for the value they 
add. (Gibson, 2007)

What is Globalization & What is Globalization & 
Global Learning?Global Learning?



Students learn to talk to, listen to, and respect others from the 
other side of the street, the other side of town and the other side 
of the globe. (Gibson, 2007)

Students learn mutual respect and cooperation.
Building a community of mutual respect is important to a 
sustainable future.
Puts a global perspective into educational practice.
Students learn how to communicate with each other and resolve 
conflicts through effective dialogue.

Why is Diversity & Globalization Important?Why is Diversity & Globalization Important?









Culture DefinedCulture Defined

••KnowledgeKnowledge

••ValuesValues

••AttitudesAttitudes

••TraditionsTraditions

••BehaviorBehavior



INTERACTION & UNDERSTANDING INTERACTION & UNDERSTANDING 
IS IMPORTANTIS IMPORTANT

The culture a student brings to the classroom can The culture a student brings to the classroom can 
have a profound effect on how they respond.have a profound effect on how they respond.





OUTCOMES OF DIVERSITY ACTIVITIESOUTCOMES OF DIVERSITY ACTIVITIES 
--Engages & Embraces StudentsEngages & Embraces Students--

Active learningActive learning--engage students.engage students.
Positive impact on cognitive & personal Positive impact on cognitive & personal 
development.development.
Learning & skills buildingLearning & skills building——productive productive 
& critical thinking, speaking, written, & critical thinking, speaking, written, 
technical, creative, and leadership skills.technical, creative, and leadership skills.



OUTCOMES OF DIVERSITY ACTIVITIESOUTCOMES OF DIVERSITY ACTIVITIES 
--Empowers StudentsEmpowers Students--

Increased exposure, awareness & Increased exposure, awareness & 
appreciation of self and othersappreciation of self and others’’
backgrounds, interests, perspectives, and backgrounds, interests, perspectives, and 
unique talents.unique talents.
Generates broader range of ideas & Generates broader range of ideas & 
perspectives, complex thinking. perspectives, complex thinking. 
Challenges stereotypes.Challenges stereotypes.
Integration of cultural perspectives, Integration of cultural perspectives, 
student learning styles.student learning styles.



Useful Teaching TipsUseful Teaching Tips

Learn backgrounds of students. Educate Learn backgrounds of students. Educate 
yourself about unfamiliar cultures.yourself about unfamiliar cultures.
Understand values and practices of students Understand values and practices of students 
and families based on their culture.and families based on their culture.
Focus on similarities rather than differences.Focus on similarities rather than differences.
Teach multiple perspectives.Teach multiple perspectives.
Use cultural stories.Use cultural stories.
Maintain high expectations.Maintain high expectations.



Useful Teaching TipsUseful Teaching Tips

Be careful not to lump all groups into common Be careful not to lump all groups into common 
cultural experience. Recognize differences cultural experience. Recognize differences 
within groups, cultures, families.within groups, cultures, families.
Be aware of ways your own culture influences Be aware of ways your own culture influences 
expectations of students.expectations of students.
Make sure all students are represented in Make sure all students are represented in 
classroom curriculum.classroom curriculum.
Infuse curriculum and classroom environment Infuse curriculum and classroom environment 
with rich variety of materials from the with rich variety of materials from the 
cultures of your students and other cultures.cultures of your students and other cultures.







Create Culturally Compatible ClassroomsCreate Culturally Compatible Classrooms

““Culturally compatible Culturally compatible 
classrooms reach classrooms reach 

every student, every student, 
providing them providing them 

with a chance to with a chance to 
learn.learn.””

Culturally compatible Culturally compatible 
classrooms are free of classrooms are free of 
racism, sexism, and racism, sexism, and 
ethnic prejudice while ethnic prejudice while 
providing equal providing equal 
educational educational 
opportunities for all.opportunities for all.
Dimensions of Dimensions of 
classroom life that can classroom life that can 
be modified include: be modified include: 
social organization, social organization, 
learning style formats, learning style formats, 
and participation and participation 
structures.structures.



Create Culturally Compatible ClassroomsCreate Culturally Compatible Classrooms

““These are classrooms These are classrooms 
with procedures, with procedures, 
rules, and more.rules, and more.””

Culturally compatible Culturally compatible 
classrooms are classrooms are 
environments in which environments in which 
procedures, rules, procedures, rules, 
grouping strategies, grouping strategies, 
attitudes, and teaching attitudes, and teaching 
methods do not cause methods do not cause 
conflicts with the conflicts with the 
studentsstudents’’ culturally culturally 
influenced ways of influenced ways of 
learning and learning and 
interacting.interacting.



Create Culturally Compatible ClassroomsCreate Culturally Compatible Classrooms

““Culturally Culturally 
Compatible     Compatible     
Classrooms Have Classrooms Have 
To Be Designed.To Be Designed.””

A central task of A central task of 
educational design is to educational design is to 
make the organization make the organization 
of teaching, learning, of teaching, learning, 
and performance and performance 
compatible with the compatible with the 
social structures in social structures in 
which students are most which students are most 
productive, engaged, productive, engaged, 
and likely to learn. and likely to learn. 



Create Culturally Compatible ClassroomsCreate Culturally Compatible Classrooms

““Key ingredients in Key ingredients in 
creating this type creating this type 
learning learning 
environment is environment is 
modeling respect, modeling respect, 
high expectations high expectations 
and teaching and teaching 
students how to students how to 
succeed.succeed.””

To help create To help create 
compatible compatible 
multicultural multicultural 
classrooms, teachers classrooms, teachers 
must know and must know and 
respect all their respect all their 
students, have high students, have high 
expectations of expectations of 
them, and teach them, and teach 
them what they need them what they need 
to know to succeed.to know to succeed.



Concept Map: Creating Culturally Compatible Concept Map: Creating Culturally Compatible 
ClassroomsClassrooms









Does not mean being an expert on all of them.Does not mean being an expert on all of them.

It means actively working to understand basic parameters of the It means actively working to understand basic parameters of the 
cultures and responding in accordance with what you learn.cultures and responding in accordance with what you learn.

It does mean being aware that culture shapes learningIt does mean being aware that culture shapes learning——and how and how 
we see the world.we see the world.

It means working to see beyond the boundaries of your own It means working to see beyond the boundaries of your own 
experience.experience.

It means honoring both similarities and differences among It means honoring both similarities and differences among 
learners.learners.

It means not generalizing in ways that suggest all members of a It means not generalizing in ways that suggest all members of a 
particular culture are alike.particular culture are alike.

Working Effectively with CulturallyWorking Effectively with Culturally Diverse LearnersDiverse Learners





ReflectionReflection

OpportunityOpportunity PersistencePersistence

InvestmentInvestment

InvitationInvitation

TeacherTeacher
RespondsResponds

SeeksSeeks

ChallengeChallenge

PurposePurpose PowerPower

ContributionsContributions

AffirmationsAffirmations

Student  Student  
SeeksSeeks

EngagingEngaging

DemandingDemanding ScaffoldScaffold

FocusedFocused

ImportantImportant

Curriculum &Curriculum &
InstructionInstruction

AreAre

The CogsThe Cogs

Adapted from Carol Tomlinson, 2001



Diversity Strategies & ModelsDiversity Strategies & Models



Examples of Interactive Exercises       Examples of Interactive Exercises       
First Day Activities:First Day Activities:

--Culture in a Shopping BagCulture in a Shopping Bag
--Who Am I?Who Am I?

Cultural GamesCultural Games
--Can you Pass This Test?Can you Pass This Test?
One Minute MotivatorsOne Minute Motivators

Class Summaries and ReflectionsClass Summaries and Reflections
The Contact HypothesisThe Contact Hypothesis

Cultural IdentityCultural Identity--Journal WritingJournal Writing
Same, Different or NeitherSame, Different or Neither

The JigsawThe Jigsaw
(See Booklet)(See Booklet)



Global Strategies & ModelsGlobal Strategies & Models



Global Simulation GamesGlobal Simulation Games
CartoonsCartoons

Case StudiesCase Studies
The World Village ProjectThe World Village Project

Service LearningService Learning
Magical ThinkingMagical Thinking

ProjectProject--Based LearningBased Learning
Team ProjectsTeam Projects

Student ForumsStudent Forums

Examples of Global ActivitiesExamples of Global Activities



Games for Global EducationGames for Global Education
A site with digital games for students on global issues, such as global 
poverty that can be used in teaching and learning.
Global Gateway: World Culture and ResourcesGlobal Gateway: World Culture and Resources
A library of Congress site, with world libraries and collections and 
other links, databases and resources on global and international 
subjects. 
Global Educator: A Higher Education Community of PracticeGlobal Educator: A Higher Education Community of Practice
This site contains an extensive collection of peer-reviewed articles for 
Global Educators. 
Global ResourcesGlobal Resources
A site with educational resources on global education and issues, 
including online courses, idea exchanges, resources for teachers and 
students. 

Find more on the CTE website at: www.nvcc.edu/loudoun/cte.

Some Global WebsitesSome Global Websites

http://www.netaid.org/about/games-for-global-education.html
http://international.loc.gov/intldl/intldlhome.html
http://www.globaled.com/
http://www.unc.edu/world/general.shtml
http://www.nvcc.edu/loudoun/cte


Differentiation Strategies & Differentiation Strategies & 
ModelsModels



Learning Preference/Style/Interest Surveys
Differentiated Assignments (traditional and 
authentic)
Reading Inventory
Think-Pair-Share
Cooperative & Collaborative Learning

Examples of DifferentiationExamples of Differentiation



Create and Share a New StrategyCreate and Share a New Strategy
1. Take a few minutes and think about a 

strategy that you could incorporate into 
your teaching to facilitate diversity 
and/or global understanding.

2. Share your strategy with a partner.

3. Share a strategy with the larger group.

4. Send me a write-up of the strategy and I 
will develop a clearinghouse of 
instructional strategies for the CTE 
website.



Questions, Reflections and Summary Questions, Reflections and Summary 
CommentsComments

Thank you for a great session!Thank you for a great session!
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